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What this presentation will cover 

> Population and demographic data on people living 

in SA who were born overseas, from the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics (2011 Census). 

> Registered health workforce data from the 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 

(AHPRA) (2015). 

 

 



> As at 2011 Census, just under 1.6m people in SA. 

> 352k (23.2%) born OS: 

• 144k (9.5%) from English-speaking countries 

• 208k (13.7%) from non-English-speaking countries. 

> SA has welcomed people from countries all over 

the world: 

England, Italy, India, China, Scotland, NZ, Vietnam, 

Germany, Greece and the Philippines. 

 

 

 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



> The age profile of the population born OS living in 

SA is disproportionally elderly… 

26.0% Overseas-born popn. are aged 65+ years  

vs.  

12.8% of Australian-born popn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1: Born OS Fig. 2: Born in Australia 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



> Persons born OS more than twice as likely to settle 

in metro Adelaide vs Country SA…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location  Popn born OS 

Metro Adelaide 27.4% 

 - Northern Adelaide LHN 27.6% 

 - Central Adelaide LHN 30.1% 

 - Southern Adelaide LHN 23.7% 

Country SA 13.0% 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 23.2% 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



> Persons born OS over-represented in lowest 

personal income group… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location  Lowest quintile of 
personal income, 

Born OS 

Lowest quintile of 
personal income, 

Born in Aus. 

Metro Adelaide 26.0% 20.6% 

 - Northern Adelaide LHN 28.5% 22.4% 

 - Central Adelaide LHN 26.3% 18.9% 

 - Southern Adelaide LHN 22.4% 20.7% 

Country SA 25.9% 23.6% 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 26.0% 21.6% 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



> Around one in 7 people in SA speak a language 

other than English at home… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location  Speaks a language other than 
English at home 

Metro Adelaide 19.2% 

 - Northern Adelaide LHN 18.4% 

 - Central Adelaide LHN 27.0% 

 - Southern Adelaide LHN 10.3% 

Country SA 4.8% 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 15.0% 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



> One in 40 people in SA either don’t speak English 

very well or not at all… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location  Doesn’t speak English very 
well or not at all 

Metro Adelaide 3.4% 

 - Northern Adelaide LHN 3.7% 

 - Central Adelaide LHN 4.7% 

 - Southern Adelaide LHN 1.4% 

Country SA 0.7% 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 2.6% 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



> Around a third of South Australians born OS have 

lived in Australia for 10 years or less… 

> … and are much younger than overall population… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location  Born OS & arrived in 
Aus. in last 10 yrs. 

Metro Adelaide 33.8% 

 - Northern Adelaide LHN 29.8% 

 - Central Adelaide LHN 38.2% 

 - Southern Adelaide LHN 31.6% 

Country SA 19.8% 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 31.5% 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

What the OS-born population in SA looks like 



CALD health workforce in SA 

> The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 

(AHPRA) responsible for implementation of National 

Registration and Accreditation Scheme across 

Australia. 

> AHPRA works with 14 National Health Practitioner 

Boards in implementing the scheme. 

> Scoping study was to include cultural diversity of the 

professionally registered SA health workforce but data 

was not available within timeframe of report.  

> Data received in May 2016 and presented here for 

first time. 

 

 

 



Notes on the data provided by AHPRA… 

> Includes public and private health sectors. 

> Country of birth data as at 31 Oct 2015. 

> Language data as at 31 July 2015. 

> Country of birth grouped into regions using 

Australian Bureau of Statistics’ standard. 

> Data was provided by AHPRA de-identified.  

> HPC Secretariat had to make some assumptions 

with small cells in data tables to produce estimates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALD health workforce in SA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AHPRA data covers 16 professions in SA… 

AHPRA profession Headcount (est.) Distribution (est.) 

ATSI Health Practitioner 27 0.1% 

Chinese medicine practitioner 181 0.4% 

Chiropractor 362 0.7% 

Dental practitioner 1,765 3.4% 

Medical practitioner 7,694 14.9% 

Medical radiation practitioner 1,145 2.2% 

Midwife 484 0.9% 

Nurse 29,835 57.8% 

Nurse and midwife 2,103 4.1% 

Occupational therapist 1,355 2.6% 

Optometrist 266 0.5% 

Osteopath 40 0.1% 

Pharmacist 2,108 4.1% 

Physiotherapist 2,232 4.3% 

Podiatrist 423 0.8% 

Psychologist 1,625 3.1% 

Total (est.) 51,645 100.0% 

Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 



> Almost two-thirds of registered public and private 

health workforce consists of nurses and midwives. 

AHPRA profession Headcount (est.) Distribution (est.) 

Medical practitioners 7,694 14.9% 

Nurses and midwives 32,422 62.8% 

 Allied health and other 11,529 22.3% 

Total (est.) 51,645 100.0% 

Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 

CALD health workforce in SA 



> Nearly a quarter of registered health practitioners in 

SA were born in non-main English speaking 

countries… 

AHPRA 
profession 

Non-MESC 
(est. no.) 

Aus. + 
MESC 

(est. no.) 

TOTAL 
(est. no.) 

Non-MESC 
(est. %) 

Medical 
practitioners 

2,949 4,745 7,694 38.3% 

Nurses and 
midwives 

6,392 26,030 32,422 19.7% 

Allied health  
and other 

2,461 9,068 11,529 21.3% 

Total (est.) 
 

11,802 39,843 51,645 22.9% 
Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 

CALD health workforce in SA 



> Of ALL registered health practitioners in SA born in 

non-MES countries, most born in regions below… 

Top 5 Non-MES regions Headcount 
(est.) 

% Total 
(est.) 

1. Southern Asia 2,768 5.4% 

2. Maritime South-East Asia 2,698 5.2% 

3. Chinese Asia 1,453 2.8% 

4. Southern and East Africa 1,036 2.0% 

5. Mainland South-East Asia 665 1.3% 

Other non-MES countries 3,182 6.2% 

Total non-MESC (est.) 11,802 22.9% 

Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 

CALD health workforce in SA 



> Of registered MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS in SA 

born in non-MES countries, most born in regions 

below… 

Top 5 Non-MES regions Headcount 
(no. est.) 

% Total 
(est.) 

1. Southern Asia 957 12.4% 

2. Maritime South-East Asia 794 10.3% 

3. Southern and East Africa 200 2.6% 

4. Chinese Asia 179 2.3% 

5. Middle East 146 1.9% 

Other non-MES countries 673 8.7% 

Total non-MESC (est.) 2,949 38.3% 

Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 

CALD health workforce in SA 



> Of registered NURSES AND MIDWIVES in SA born 

in non-MES countries, most born in regions 

below… 

Top 5 Non-MES regions Headcount 
(est.) 

% Total 
(est.) 

1. Southern Asia 1,544 4.8% 

2. Maritime South-East Asia 1,331 4.1% 

3. Chinese Asia 947 2.9% 

4. Southern and East Africa 639 2.0% 

5. Western Europe 325 1.0% 

Other non-MES countries 1,606 5.0% 

Total non-MESC (est.) 6,392 19.7% 

Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 

CALD health workforce in SA 



> Of registered ALLIED HEALTH and OTHER 

professionals in SA born in non-MES countries, 

most born in regions below… 

Top 5 Non-MES regions Headcount 
(est.) 

% Total 
(est.) 

1. Maritime South-East Asia 573 5.0% 

2. Mainland South-East Asia 354 3.1% 

3. Chinese Asia 327 2.8% 

4. Southern Asia 267 2.3% 

5. Southern and East Africa 197 1.7% 

Other non-MES countries 743 6.4% 

Total non-MESC (est.) 2,461 21.3% 

Source: AHPRA, Customised tables 

CALD health workforce in SA 



> Languages information provided voluntarily by 

practitioners where they want it recorded for the 

public’s information. 

> These percentages are therefore not 

representative, but as reported… 

1. Chinese languages (20.5%) 

2. Indo-Aryan (17.0%) 

3. Southeast Asian Austronesian languages (11.8%) 

4. Dravidian* (7.1%) 

5. African languages (4.3%). 

CALD health workforce in SA 




